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things are derived from the germinative reason of
the world, we can say this in a special sense of
the soul of man, which immediately partakes of the
nature of God, and may even be described as a part of
Him, directly communicated to one privileged creature
(divinae particula aurae). And this is shown by the
fact that it not only is a principle of unity in human
life, but is directly conscious of itself as such. Thus,
just as God is the ruling principle in the universe,
sustaining, penetrating, and subduing all things to
himself, so the inner self or ruling principle in man
binds his whole existence into one, and subordinates
all his other powers to itself. Yet we must not, in
either case, make too much of the opposition between
that which rules and that which is ruled; for the
Stoic always remembers that this distinction is relative.
God is not to be regarded as really separate from the
world; and the particular existences on which he
is said to act are all modifications, or, we might even
say, parts of himself. And in like manner, in man
also, the senses and desires, over which the ruling
power or inner self has command, are, after all, only
emanations of the ruling power itself, and not really
external to it. As God realises himself and only him-
self in the world, so it is the ego and the ego alone
that realises itself in all the powers of sensation and
desire. And we may add that, just as, in the secular
process of the universe, all existences spring from God,